THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1977 1 -12 , C - 


Gohzulez-ClMT^-KcySuppoTt-in'Bidio Oust Spvugue ; 

. : By JUAN VASQUEZ. ' • 

“ Special to The New York Times 

SAN ANTONIO, Feb.' l^Re^serita- 
tive Henry B. Gonzalez 'said today he’ 
had won the support of the House major!- , 
ty leader, Jim Wright of Fort Worth, and 
the chairman of the House- Administration. 
Committee, Representative Frank Thomp- 
son Jr. of New Jersey, 'in '-his bid to oust 
Richard D. Sprague as staff director of 
the committee to investigate the assassi- 
nations of John F. Kennedy and the -Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.. - ; 

Mr. Gonzalez, making his first extended 
comments on the issue since he tried to 
oust Mr. Sprague last week, also charged 
that the former chairman of the panel, 
Thomas N. .Downing of Virginia, had 
“dumped"' seven of his personal^ staff 
members on the committee staff before 
retiring Dec. 31. 

Furthermore, the Texas Democrat 
charged that some members of the com- 
mittee — whom he did not name — had 
been promised by Mr. Sprague "that "he 

will do for them what he. did for outgoing. 
Chairman Downing — put somebody on 
the payroll.” - ----- ’ 

* The ' controversy over Mr. Sprague has 
opened a major rift'iii the committee and 
raised, questions , about .its ..future- effec- 
tiveness. But in a speech to a group of 
young Democrats,. -Mr.- Gonzalez reaf- 
firmed his belief in the need for an inves- 
tigation of the Kennedy and' King, killings. 

. “The best and most- propitious time to 
go into this is ‘ right now,” he declared 
"You have a President and. an Adminis- 
tration that has no stake whatsoever in 
trying to permit the dead hand of the 
past to weigh heavily on its actions. 

"President Johnson conceived of and 
formed the Warren Commission and 
President Ford was a member of the com- 
mission,” he went on. ■ , 

Speaking with a handful of reporters 
afterward, the eight-term legislator indi- 
cated that he had been in contact over 
the weekend with Representative Wright, 
a fellow Texan, "and the majority leader 
said he was supporting me.” 

... Furthermore,^ Mr. Gonzalez added, Mr. 
Thompson, had assured him that Mr. j 
Sprague had been taken off the payroll j 
as' far as the administration panel was ; 
concerned. That is the committee that i 
.oversees, staff .salaries and expenditures. ! 

Mr. Gonzalez faces a meeting with i 
members of the assassination committee 
on Wednesday,- and it is expected that 
W question' of 'the '.Sprague ouster will 
be the main item of business. 

Asked if he had the votes to support 
him;' if itrcomes to a showdown, Mr. Gon- 
zalez. replied: "No power on earth is 
going to comoel me to put that man on 
the -payroll. He’-s off the payroll as of 
now, and there is no one who can compel 
me to put him back on.” ’ 

Mr. Wright's- support is' considered im- 
portant because Mr. Gonzalez was named 
chairman by- the House Speaker, Thomas 
P. O’Neill Jr. 'of Massachusetts, and the 
support of the House leadership is crucial 
to his retaining power. Mr. Gonzalez said 
he had not been in touch "directly” with 
Mr. O’Neill since Thursday. 



